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Perspective on SDGs 



Sustainable Development Goals 
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The Sustainable Development Goals 

• 17 goals and 169 targets set the global priorities for 2015 – 2030 

 

• The SDGs aspire to end poverty and to create economic, social and environmental 
global sustainability 

 

• The SDGs build on input from all sectors of society and all parts of the world 

 

• Calls for worldwide action among governments, businesses and civil society 

 

 

New, global goals for the world 

 

Reference and image credit: Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, UN General Assembly 
Resolution A/Res/10/1 - http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1 

 



For the goals to be reached, everyone needs to do their part 

Governments Private sector Civil society People like you 

Sustainable Development Goals 
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SDG Index in India 

Ref: https://niti.gov.in/content/sdg-india-index-baseline-report-2018 
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SDGs are the "single biggest business 

opportunity for the next couple of 

decades.”  

— Bloomberg LIVE, September 2017 

Anand Mahindra 

Chairman 

Mahindra Group 

Business Perspective on SDGs 



12 Largest themes for business opportunities 
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Understanding business contribution to the SDGs 

18% 

27% 

31% 

33% 

35% 

51% 

Applying SDGs as a lens for analyzing

core business risks/opportunities

Advocating for supportive

policy/regulatory frameworks

Pursuing ambitious goals for reducing

negative environmental/social impacts

Applying SDGs as a lens for setting

sustainability strategies/goals

Developing products/services to

provide solutions in line with SDGs

n=104 

“Evaluating Progress Towards the Sustainable Development Goals”, GlobeScan & SustainAbility, 2017 

 

How is business contributing to the SDGs? 

 

Developing products/services to provide solutions in line with the SDGs 

 
Pursuing public-private partnerships/multi-stakeholder collaborations 

 
Applying SDGs as a lens for setting sustainability strategies/goals 

 
Pursuing ambitious goals for reducing negative environmental/social 

impacts 

 
Advocating for supportive policy/regulatory frameworks 

 
Applying SDGs as a lens for analyzing core business risks/opportunities 

http://www.globescan.com/component/edocman/?view=document&id=271&Itemid=591
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Understanding contribution to the SDGs 

Opportunities arising out of the SDGs 

16 

23 

31 

31 

32 

41 

Pressure  from external stakeholders

Potential reputational benefits

Opportunity to grow revenue/expand

to new markets

Importance of SDGs to global

community/urgency of issues

Opportunity to better focus/execute

sustainability strategy

Opportunity to align core business

activities / innovation efforts with…

n=95 

“Evaluating Progress Towards the Sustainable Development Goals”, GlobeScan & SustainAbility, 2017 

 

Opportunity to align core business activities/innovation efforts with society’s 

needs 

 
Opportunity to better focus/execute sustainability strategy 

 
Importance of SDGs to global community/urgency of ideas 

 
Opportunity to grow revenue/expand to new markets 

 
Potential reputational benefits 

 
Pressure from external stakeholders 

What is the main reason for a company to contribute to the 

SDGs? 

http://www.globescan.com/component/edocman/?view=document&id=271&Itemid=591
http://www.globescan.com/component/edocman/?view=document&id=271&Itemid=591
http://www.globescan.com/component/edocman/?view=document&id=271&Itemid=591
http://www.globescan.com/component/edocman/?view=document&id=271&Itemid=591
http://www.globescan.com/component/edocman/?view=document&id=271&Itemid=591
http://www.globescan.com/component/edocman/?view=document&id=271&Itemid=591
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Corporate Governance is vital to society’s 

creation of economic well-being. 

 

Achieving good corporate governance is complex: It 
involves – 

• Economics  

• Politics 

• Business and markets 

• Basic Human Nature 
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Who Are Accountants? 

Providers of financial information to support better 
decision making……play a key role 

 

Governance is about good decision making. 
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Corporate Governance is Creating Value   

 

• Human capital 

• Customer relations 

• Society Relationships 

• Supply chain Partnerships 

• Environment Management 

• Innovation 

• Board Integrity & Accountability 

-   
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Accountancy profession has a crucial role in 

the 2030 agenda for sustainable 

development 

• Provide society with reliable financial and non-
financial information that underpins sustainable 
economic development.  

 

• Facilitate economic activity, development, and 
decision making by government and business.  

 

SDGs provide - common framework for 
governments, business, and others to address 
systemic, interconnected development challenges 
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Accountancy profession has a crucial role in 

the 2030 agenda for sustainable 

development 

• Focus on a few SDGs where the organization 
can make most impact through new or existing 
actions.  

 

• Ensure that the SDGs are incorporated into 
national planning and policy on sustainable 
development.  

 

• Champion and advocate for awareness for the 
SDG to create impact 
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Accountancy profession has a crucial role in 

the 2030 agenda for sustainable 

development 
 

Can have an influential impact on at least few of the 17 
SDGs: 

• Reducing poverty 

• Quality education 

• Gender equality 

• Decent work and economic growth 

• Reduced inequalities 

• Responsible consumption & production 

• Climate action 

• Peace, justice and strong institutions, and 

• Partnerships for the goals. 
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Core – Strategy & Systems 

Accountability :  

Counting What Counts ……. 

……………………….to Whom and By Whom? 

 

 



The role of sustainability reporting in advancing the SDGs 

Why does reporting matter? 

Now is the time for business to shape and 

influence  

what will be tracked and reported.  

Governments will be 

demanding more data from 

business 

 

Tracking progress will be 

key to the success of the 

SDGs 

21 
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Several frameworks exist – Metrices are important for 

granular information and decision. 

• GRI provides performance indicators in the form of 
disclosures. 

• Governance 

• Environment 

• Social 

• Economic  

 



GRI & UNGC Tools 
Promoting effective and principle-based reporting on the 

SDGs: three connected guides  
 



info@globalreporting.org 

www.globalreporting.org 

Barbara Strozzilaan 336 

1083 HN Amsterdam 

The Netherlands 

Amsterdam – Beijing – Bogota – Johannesburg – New Delhi – New York – São Paulo 

THANK YOU 


