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Greenhouse Gas 

• A greenhouse gas (GHG or GhG) is a gas that absorbs and emits radiant energy at thermal 

infrared wavelengths, causing the greenhouse effect.  

• The primary greenhouse gases in Earth's atmosphere are water vapor (H2O), carbon 

dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N2O), and ozone (O3).  

• Without greenhouse gases, the average temperature of Earth's surface would be about 

−18 °C (0 °F), rather than the present average of 15 °C (59 °F). 
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Greenhouse Gas 

• India's Per Capita Greenhouse Gas Emissions Far Below World Average: UNEP 

Report.  

• The world's average per capita GHG emissions – including land use, land-use 

change, and forestry – was 6.3 tCO2e (tonne carbon dioxide equivalent) in 2020. 

India's was 2.4 tCO2e.2 



Net Zero 

• Net Zero means cutting greenhouse gas emissions to as close to zero as possible, 

with any remaining emissions re-absorbed from the atmosphere, by oceans and 

forests for instance. 
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