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THE West Bengal BJP unit
today accused the ruling
TMC of "letting loose a
reign of terror" and
demanded adequate
deployment of Central
paramilitary forces for
the Sabang assembly by-
poll, which is scheduled
to be held on December
21.

The BJP today organ-
ised a sit-in demonstra-
tion outside the office of

Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) of West Bengal and
demanded deployment of
adequate Central forces
to ensure free and fair
elections.

"According to the
norms of election com-
mission of India, we want
Central paramilitary
forces to be deployed in
all the booths of Sabang
constituency. Democracy
is under threat and TMC
has let loose a reign of
terror. It is the duty of the
election commission to
ensure that free and fair

voting takes place," BJP
leader Mukul Roy said.

Earlier this week a BJP
delegation had met the
CEO and submitted a
deputation in this regard.

The CEO of West
Bengal had already sent

eight companies of
Central forces to Sabang.
But the BJP wants 14 com-
panies of Central forces to
be deployed in Sabang.

The TMC leadership
while reacting to BJP's
demand said, "they can
ask for as many force they
want to. 

They had tried the
same trick in 2016 but
had failed. 

The people of West
Bengal stands with
Mamata Banerjee, we will
win the seat with a much
bigger margin".

BJP for adequate Central
forces for Sabang by-poll 

A vegetable vendor sits between the wheels of a parked truck, in a street market – PTI 
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THE CPI(M) has decided
to launch a campaign in
West Bengal to raise
awareness about the dan-
gers of the alleged divi-
sive politics of the BJP-
RSS in Left-ruled Tripura,
where Assembly elections
are due next year.

"The RSS-BJP and
other divisive forces are
trying to polarize the
atmosphere of Tripura by
pursuing the politics of
religion, caste and creed.
We need to play a con-
structive role against

such politics," CPI(M)
state secretary and polit-
buro member Surya
Kanta Mishra said.

According to a CPI(M)
leader, the party's West
Bengal unit will organize
a seminar here on
December 28 where
Tripura Chief Minister
Manik Sarkar has been
invited as the main

speaker.
The party will also

organize other pro-
grammes to inform the
people about the situa-
tion in Tripura.

A CPI(M) state com-
mittee member said, the
people should know how
the BJP and RSS were
allegedly trying to divide
the society on communal
lines.

Mocking the CPI(M)
for trying to find an
excuse as it will lose the
next Assembly polls, a
member of the West
Bengal BJP unit said, "the
people of Tripura are fed
up with the misrule of the
CPI(M)."

CPI(M) plans campaign about
‘divisive politics of BJP-RSS'
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BANGLADESH wants
Myanmar to take back the
Rohingya refugees and it
expects India to move a
resolution in the United
Nations for the same,
Bangladesh minister
Mosharraf Hossain said
today.

It is not sustainable for
a poor country like
Bangladesh to carry on
feeding the huge number
of Rohingya refugees from
Myanmar for a very long
time, he said.

"We would like India to
move a resolution in the
United Nations to call on
Myanmar to take back the
Rohingyas from
Bangladesh as we cannot
keep them lifelong with
our limited resources," the
Bangladesh minister for
Housing and Public Works

said.
Hossain said it was due

to humanitarian reasons
that Bangladesh decided
to give shelter to the
Rohingyas.

"Had we pushed them
back, they would have
been killed," he said.

An estimated 6,20,000
Rohingyas have entered
Bangladesh following an
Army crackdown on
rebels in Myanmar.

At least 6,700 Rohingya
Muslims, including at least
730 children under the age
of five, were killed in the
first month of a crackdown
that started in August in
Myanmar's northern
Rakhine state, according to
an estimate released by
Doctors Without Borders.

An international
humanitarian NGO,
Doctors Without Borders
is best known for its work
in war-torn regions and
developing countries

affected by endemic dis-
eases.

Asked about terrorist
outfits using Bangladesh
soil for nefarious activities,
the minister said, "We have
a zero- tolerance policy
towards terrorism."

Bangladesh acts very
strongly against any ter-
rorist act on its soil, he
said.

The minister is leading
a 72-member delegation
from his country to cele-
brate India's victory over
Pakistan in the 1971 war
and the subsequent libera-
tion of Bangladesh on
December 16.

A Mukti Joddha (free-
dom fighter), Hossain
actively participated in the
Liberation War for his
country and had blown up
a crucial bridge during the
1971 conflict, affecting
supplies to the Pakistan
Army in the eastern the-
atre, a defence official said.
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THE Institute of Cost
Accountants of India (a
statutory body under an
Act of Parliament) - the
largest Cost &
M a n a g e m e n t
Accounting body in
Asia and the 2nd largest
in the world announced
today that the campus
placements for the ses-
sion June 2017 are sig-
nificantly on the up
compared to last year's
placement figures.

The Institute has
recently organized cam-
pus placement drive in
four regions for
month of October -
November consecutive-
ly at Chennai, Delhi,
Kolkata and Mumbai.

An overwhelming
response from the
recruiters has been
found this time and
most of the qualified
CMAs are placed
through this initiative
of the Institute. 

This year, compa-
nies like ITC, Larsen &
Toubro, NBCC, PWC,
CPCC, Vedanta, Tata
Group, Delloite,
Genpact and others
participated in the
Campus Placement
drive.

The institute organ-
izes campus placement
drive twice in
every year for newly
qualified CMAs -
October/ November
(June Batch) and April/
May (December Batch). 

This year 474 newly
qualified CMAs
appeared for placement
interview. 

Around 40 per cent
of the candidates
appeared were selected
by placement interview.

The Bengal numbers
are also quite impres-
sive this year. 

Out of 474 candi-
dates 64 are from
Kolkata & West Bengal
and 80 per cent is
selected through place-
ment interview.
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LEADING Asian direct
selling company has
joined hands with KENT,
a market leader in Water
Purification and Home
Appliances, to launch
KENT-QNET SMART
Alkaline Mineral RO
Water Purifier. This fea-
ture-packed product
developed by Kent exclu-
sively for QNet addresses
one of the most important
public health challenges
facing Indian households
today- limited access to
safe and clean drinking
water.

A study published in
the Environmental
Monitoring and
Assessment journal in
September last year had
pointed out towards the
high levels of Arsenic con-
tamination in water of at
least 100 Kolkata
Municipal Corporation
wards. The report added
that arsenic contamina-
tion threat in Kolkata has
changed alarmingly since
2009, and the situation has
turned serious.

The alarming statistics
revealed in the survey
report is also reflective of
the state of safe drinking
water availability in the
entire country. A whop-
ping 80% of India&#39;s
surface water is polluted,
a recent assessment by
WaterAid in 2016, an
international organisation
working for water sanita-
tion and hygiene has
shown.
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THE West Bengal police will
be organizing fortnight-long
football tournaments in
Darjeeling district to rebuild
police-public ties which had
been affected during the
104-day long shutdown in
the hills. It will begin from
the local police station level
this week.

"We want to have good
relationship with the locals.
There should be trust and
mutual respect. We hope
that this football tournament
helps us to rebuild our rela-

tionship," a senior police
official said.

"We are organizing foot-
ball tournament in the entire
Darjeeling district. This
tournament will help us to
improve our relationship
with the masses," Inspector
General of Police, Darjeeling
range, Manoj Verma  said.

The police is also ensur-
ing that only local players of
these areas participate in the
tournament so that "teams
do not get unfair advantage
by hiring players from out-
side Darjeeling".

The first prize at the local,
sub-divisional and the dis-
trict levels will be Rs 10,000,

Rs 20,000 and Rs 1,50,000
respectively.

The tournament will
begin from Tukvar-Goke,
B a d a m t a m - L e b o n g ,
Pandam-Phubtshering and
Pulbazar-Bijanbari, areas in
Darjeeling which still have a
support base of GJM supre-
mo Bimal Gurung.

"We are receiving a huge
response. Nearly 40 teams
are participating from these
four areas. There are several
other teams in the entire dis-
trict," said a police official.

Gurung is on the run
since August last, after cases
under UAPA were lodged
against him in connection

with the bomb blasts in the
hills. Gurung's home at
Patlebas falls under Tukvar
area.

In the football tourna-
ment spread over the four
areas, the winning team will
get a cash prize of Rs 1.5
lakh while the runner-up
will get Rs 1 lakh.

The idea of organizing
the event was taken from the
past experience of the police
in organizing similar tour-
naments in Junglemahal
area - comprising forested
areas of West Midnapore,
Bankura and Purulia dis-
tricts - once synonymous
with Maoist violence.

Police to host football tournaments
to improve ties in Darjeeling
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THE third edition of
Kolkata International
Wildlife Environment Film
Festival began today with
more than 300 schoolchild-
ren taking an oath to pro-
tect nature and wildlife.

Noted environmental-
ists and Magsaysay
awardees Prakash Baba

Amte and Mandakini
Amte, who were present at
the inaugural function of
the three-day fest at Gorky
Sadan, joined the children
as they promised to pre-
serve and enhance the
glory of nature.

Later in the day, Jungle
Book Bear, a film by Oliver
Goetzl, was also screened
at the centre.

The three-day extrava-
ganza, organised by NGO

Desham, aims to sensitise
people about the need to
conserve the environment,
a festival coordinator said.

Lauding the initiative,
Mandakini Amte said,"I
think more such film festi-
vals should be arranged
across the country to gener-
ate interest and awareness
on environmental matters
among the younger genera-
tion."

A special show of

Marathi feature film 'Dr
Prakash Baba Amte - The
Real Hero', based on the life
and works of the Amte cou-
ple, was also organised at
Rotary Sadan as part of the
inaugural function today.

Altogether, 66 films
from 116 countries, includ-
ing India, have been select-
ed for screening at five
auditoriums in the city, fes-
tival director Aditya
Mukherjee said.
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CHIEF Minister Mamata Banerjee
today remembered the country's first
home minister Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel on his death anniversary.

"Solemnly remembering the Iron
Man of India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel on his death
anniversary," Banerjee said in a tweet.

Patel, who was also the first deputy prime minister
of India, died on December 15, 1950 - three years after
Independence - at the age of 75.

Known as the "Iron Man" of India, Patel 
was instrumental in uniting the country through the
merger of small princely states.
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THE West Bengal govern-
ment has decided to
strengthen the Tuscan pil-
lars of the historic Town
Hall building here and
make it earthquake-proof,
officials said.

This will be a part of the
building's restoration proj-
ect, they said.

The decision of
strengthening the 204-
year-old building was
taken, on the basis of the
advice given by experts
from IIT Roorkee, since the
city witnessed a series of
mild tremors in the last
couple of years, a senior
official at the Public Works
Department (PWD) said.

"There has been a series
of mild earthquakes in the
city in the past few years.
Experts from IIT Roorkee
have prepared a detailed
report for restoring the
structure, and the decision
for earthquake-proofing is
based on it," the official
said.

The PWD would put
fibre-reinforced concrete
around the giant six
Tuscan pillars, as a part of

the strengthening process,
as advised by the IIT
experts.

"We will be using steel
to fix the roof with pillars
to ensure that the building
is strong enough to with-
stand an earthquake," he
said.

KMC will complete the
process within 18 months.

The civic authority has
dismantled the museum,
Kolkata Panorama in the
Town Hall.

Popularly known as
India's first hi-tech story-
telling museum, it used to
depict the evolution of the
city.

There is a plan to
change the entire lighting
of the building also, the
officer said.

The Town Hall,
designed by architect-engi-
neer Major General John
Garstin, was paid for by
public lottery.

There were problems of
flooding and subsidence in
the building even after its
inauguration in the early
19th century.

In 1867, the Town Hall
came under the custody of
the Calcutta Municipality,
now known as the Kolkata
Municipal Corporation. 
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SEVENTY lakh high school
students in state-run
schools of West Bengal
have been given bicycles
free of cost under 'Sabuj
Sathi' scheme, Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
said today.

"We launched Sabuj
Sathi scheme on this day in
2015. We have empowered
70 lakh school students
(Classes IX-XII) by provid-
ing them free bicycles," she
wrote on her Twitter han-
dle this morning.

'Sabuj Sathi' means stu-
dents' companion. 'Sabuj',
the Bengali word for 'green'
also implies 'children' while
'sathi' means 'companion'.

"Those who live in
remote areas can easily go
to school now. We are com-
mitted to Maa, Mati,
Manush," she added.

ICAI: Campus
placement up
in June session

this year

CM Mamata remembers
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

Historic Town Hall
building to become
earthquake-proof

70 lakh high
school students

given free 
bicycles: CM

Bangladesh wants India to
raise Rohingya issue in UN

3-day film fest to create environmental

QNet, KENT
join hands 


